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33 degrees in the shade and there is no shade!!!!!!!! 
 

Message from the Association President 

Having been in the Chair, or should I say zimmer-

frame, for only a few months it has struck me that 

the organisation within ADW / PTS has changed 

significantly.  Not only that, but taskings, parachute 

training and operational requirements have moved 

on apace.  Most frightening but applaudable howev-

er, is the apparent youth across all ranks of our 

PJIs.  All ranks appear to comprise ‘youngsters’ so 

promotion prospects must have improved tremen-

dously!! 

Firstly, and foremost, I would like to extend sincere 

thanks and appreciation to my predecessor Peter 

Watson who has held the reins for five years and 

who has been responsible – together with Graham 

Hand – for the revision and update of the Constitu-

tion.  Peter has held the tiller firmly and ensured the 

Notes from the Gen Sec 

Welcome to our Summer ‘18 
Newsletter. In addition to ‘arti-
cles various’ you will find the 
new, simple form that replaces 
the old forms A, B & C that 
Wayne, Doug and I have 
worked on. This should make 
all our lives easier than in pre-
vious years! The reunion is be-
ing held in the in the WO & Sgts 
Mess at Brize on Friday 19th 
October with our AGM preced-
ing our dinner this year starting 
at 1815. 

Since our last AGM the issue 
regarding membership fees has 
used up a large number of the 
grey cells of your committee  
over a number of meetings with 
the result that the annual fee of 
£10 be waived for all mem-
bers. As always with other 
peoples money we do so with a 
number of safeguards.  Firstly 
that the decision will be re-
viewed annually, secondly that  
the opportunity for members to 
continue to make an annual 
contribution will remain (the 
generosity of members over the 
years is a key element of our 
current  healthy financial situa-
tion). Wayne will be available at 
the AGM to take questions on 
this. Please note the move of 
day of the AGM to proceed 
the Reunion dinner is a trial 
this year in an attempt to 
have more members in at-

tendance. 
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Canopy Club has remained a financially healthy and 

worthwhile Club. 

Since my time in post, we have lost many of our old 

and valued stalwarts either through illness or just old 

age.  It does ram home the message that many of us 

are in our advancing years, and that remaining years 

are precious.  There have been too many departing 

colleagues and friends to mention, so please do not 

take offence if i have missed a particular person.  

However, It is only right that I pay tributes here to 

Smokey Furness and Jim Hurford; both ardent mem-

bers of the Canopy Club.  Smokey was our Standard 

Bearer for many years and, unknown to many, he was 

an active participant with the RAFBF.  So much so, 

that Air Officers were in great attendance at his funer-

al to pay their last respects to this great man.  I can 

remember Smokey as a Falcon, who together with 

Joe Featherstone were the life and soul of any 

Crewroom and social gathering.  Then there was that 

gruff speaking Welshman who could match any RSM 

in smartness, discipline and maintenance of Service 

values.  Jim Hurford was highly respected by all and I 

was fortunate to serve with him at Depot PARA.  He 

was a firm believer that the Airborne Bde was our 

bread and butter, and that if we lost the training role 

with them then the PJI specialisation was doomed.  I 

know many of you will agree with that sentiment, alt-

hough times have changed. 

 Rest in peace my friends and, be assured, your 

names and achievements will never be forgotten but 

will live on in the archives of ADW (PTS). 

Turning to other matters, my first engagement as your 

President was to attend the Cenotaph for the annual 

Remembrance Day Parade.  What a day and what an 

engagement.  You will know Wayne Loxton is current-

ly seeking applicants for Sunday 11th November, so I 

would ask you to apply for a place.  The atmosphere 

is superb and the friendly banter between all 3 Ser-

vices is of typical PJI humour.  All who went last year 

remarked that it was an unforgettable day.  If Peter 

Kean, at almost 92 years old, can make it from start to 

finish then no-one has any excuses.  Let’s truly show 

 
Promotions/Postings 

 
Cpl Loak promoted and 
posted to WOTG Aug. 

 
Sgt Aven posted to Cy-

prus 4 Aug. 
 

Sgt Hankinson posted to 
JADTEU 23 July. 

 
Sgt France posted to 

JADTEU 3 Sept. 
 

Sgt Clayton promoted and 
posted to FSO ADW. 23 

July. 
 

Sgt Flanagan posted to 
Spt Sqn 3 Sept. 

 
Cpl Kilkenny promoted 

wef 20 Aug remain in situ. 
 

Cpl Wilcox promoted and 
posted to ITF 20 Aug. 

 
FS Collett posted to ATD 3 

Sept. 
 

Cpl Menarry promoted and 
posted to C Flt 20 Aug. 

 
Sgt Rayson promoted and 
posted to MAB 2 plans 4 

Aug. 
 

Sgt Gibson promoted and 
posted to PTS to D Flt 3 

Sept. 
 

Leaving the service. 
 

FS Clark & Sgt Keast  
wef 23 July. 

. 
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the flag this year and have a full complement in our entitlement. 

Finally, the Canopy Club continues to be very close to my heart, and I know membership 

among the current PJIs is still problematic. Many serving PJIs regard the Club as belong-

ing to the ‘old and bold’ who meet annually for a good chin wag and a few beers.  There-

fore, the Committee are seriously looking at ways to make the Club more attractive to 

both serving and retired members and initiatives such as removing membership fees for 

a trial period are evidence of that. Reassuringly, the Committee comprises likeminded 

people who are not content to sit on their backsides but speak the same language; not 

always what others would like to hear! Great!  Leads to interesting meetings! 

In sum, I look forward to meeting you all at the next re-union and hopefully we have an 

excellent turn out.  This time, the AGM will precede the Dinner so we should ensure a 

worthy attendance rather than the usual quorum. 

Keep safe 

John Cole 

 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

 

View from the Chair 

This will be my final entry in ‘The Knowledge’ as Chairman of the Association. This represents an 

opportunity both to reflect and to look forward.  In October, I’ll be handing over to Wing Com-

mander Dave ‘Swampy’ Marsh after a stint of 3 years as the Association Chairman. It has been a 

privilege to hold this post which comes with command of ADW.  In my tenure, I have simply tried 

to maintain the support to our reunions, memorial services and represent our Club in the best 

possible light.  Also, through small changes to newsletters I have attempted to increase the con-

nection between serving and non-serving members and to improve communication for all. Time 

will be the judge of the success of this.  I would like to thank the committee for their support to 

me and for their behind the scenes work; it is a considerable commitment, much of it unseen by 

the members and yet their work keeps the Association going. 

 

Regarding the day job, overseeing all military parachuting activity can on occasions be over-

whelming.  There are regularly 3 or 4 concurrent activities, generally involving overseas locations, 

so the ‘ADW Duty Exec’ is commonly required to assist out of normal working hours and at 

weekends.  The result is that the Wing is never too far from your thoughts. Three years is a long 

time to be in a Command position and the pulls from staff/welfare issues and parachute is-

sues/incidents, together with Station executive duties, makes for a busy but a very satisfying 

schedule and one I wouldn’t swap for anything else.  I must add that the job is made easier due 

to the support from the ADW staff. It has been their resilience, their ‘can do’ approach and natu-

ral desire to achieve, which is the true strength of ADW. Without this, life would be much tough-

er and the capabilities we support more fragile as a result.  We get little in the form of direction 

from our own higher authorities and yet we get pulled in opposite directions by the front-line 
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commands (FLCs) we support, the majority stakeholder known to be a relentless community.  

Despite this, I sense we have made some significant strides to progress the training of PJIs, with 

better equipment, more time and resources dedicated for PJI trg (jumping and despatching) and 

better assured and agreed formal training. However, as the FLCs develop, at pace too, some of 

this progress feels like we are still one step behind. Perhaps work for my successor to close that 

gap even more?  Someone once said skydivers are people who enjoy falling down. We certainly 

have had our mix of challenges, injuries, failing eqpt, deficiencies in kit, poor weather of biblical 

proportions, yet the PJI cadre who face this on an enduring basis continually bounce back. They 

continue to be cadre of survivors.  

 

We recently learned that ADW has been awarded the L G Groves Prize for Air Safety 2018.  It is a 

great honour to win this and with it a £1000 prize.  This is a just reward for the considerable im-

provements made in recent years in the area of safety.  The engagement by all members of the 

Wing to make a variety of improvements means the Wing sits at the forefront of safety within 2 

Groups and arguably within the RAF.  Through mimicking some tried and tested aircrew models, 

such as authorisation, we have now transcended our aircrew colleagues in this important aspect 

of the activity and continue to do so. 

 

In the future there are exciting times ahead for the Wing, we have a new Station Commander 

who is already conversant with many of our activities, having moved recently from the Senior 

Operator position in HQ 2 Group.  The FLCs are looking to diversify their capabilities which will 

once again provide opportunities and threats for ADW to overcome. I wish all involved every suc-

cess for the future. For me, my next challenge is to venture out into a wider RAF, away from PEd 

or PJI duties, to an OC BSW (OC Admin Wg in old money) role in Saudi Arabia. It will be interest-

ing to see what new challenges that brings, I will be back to let you know. I urge the ADW staff to 

keep progressing and to remember, minds are like parachutes – they only function when open. I 

look forward to catching up with many Association members on the 19
th

 too. 

 

Jamie Simmonds 

OC ADW 

 

———————————————————————————————————————- 
 
Reunion & AGM 
 
There have been lots of reminders that our Reunion Dinner is being held on Friday 19 
October. In a change from previous years and in an attempt to increase the dwindling 
numbers attending our AGM, it is being held this year immediately prior to the Reunion 
dinner in the WO’s & Sgt’s Mess and will start at 18.15. This is an example of your com-
mittee trying to improve the way we do business. It is a trial, if it doesn’t work, plainly we 
will try something else. As mentioned elsewhere the Golf will take place throughout Fri-
day and further details will be published soon. ADW will be open on Saturday from 1000 
for Coffee in the Crewroom followed by an informal tour of the Hangar.   
 
——————————————————————————————————————— 

REUNION AND MEMBERSHIP FORM 
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To Mick Threlfall 
ADW RAF Brize Norton 

Carterton OX18 3LX 

Mthrelf475@
aol.com 

 
07887639828 

                                             Personal Details            Have these changed? Yes/No 

Name  Yes/No 

Address 
 
 

 Yes/No 

Telephone  Yes/No 

Email  Yes/No 

Annual Dinner 

I will be attending  Yes/No 

Names of Guests  

Car Details  Model/Colour Registration 

On base accommodation Yes/No  

Taxi from Hotel Accommo-
dation 

Yes/No Name of Hotel 
 

Special Dietary Require-
ments 

 

Payments 

Annual Dinner 
 

Voluntary Contribution 

£44.00 
 

£…….. 

Yes/No 

I enclose cheque made payable to: 
PJI CANOPY CLUB ASSOCIATION 

I have paid by BACS (Preferred Method) Bank:  Lloyds Bank 
Account: PJI Canopy Club Association 

Reference: YOUR NAME 
Account No: 44458968 

Sort Code: 30-98-97 

£ 
 
          Yes/No 

 



Edition No 8  August 2018 

  6 

 
 
 

Club Memorabilia 

 
All Club Memorabilia is now on-line to order at www.pjicanopyclub.com 

 
Alternatively email the Treasurer on treasurer.pjicc@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
———————————————————————————————————————- 
 
Golf.  
 
For all you golfers Golf will take place again this year and will be run again by Bobby 
Menarry who is currently Out of Area. He has contacted both Witney Lakes and Wragg 
Barn to get the best deal and he will decide which one to go with shortly. I will send out 
the details as soon as he gets them to me. 
 
 
 
 
——————————————————————————————————————— 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cenotaph Parade 11 Nov ’18 

It with immense pleasure that I can inform you that we have once again successfully 
registered the PJI Canopy Club Association to participate in The Cenotaph Parade on 
Sunday 11 November 2018. 

As I am sure you understand, the Cenotaph Parade is oversubscribed and therefore 
we have only been allocated 22 TICKETS.  The allocation is in line with our member-
ship and consistent with other Veteran Associations of our kind. The Cenotaph Parade 
is defined as a “March Past”, so the Canopy Club Standard will not be paraded.  

Application 
 

Wayne Loxton has a detailed on-line form to fill out, and he will only accept ap-
plications on the form below that are received by 16 AUGUST 2018, either by 
post or email.  Do not apply unless you can guarantee your attendance as he is 
unable to change names later.  
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APPLICATION TO ATTEND CENOTAPH PARADE 
 
Email:  treasurer.pjicc@gmail.com 
 
Post:   Wayne Loxton, 21 Cornflower Road, Moreton in Marsh, Glos, GL56 9PR 
 

Title/Rank (retd)  

First name  

Last name  

Age/Date of birth  

Place of birth  

Address 
 

 

Postcode  

Service Number (if 
remembered) 

 

Contact Email  

Contact Mobile  

Campaign Medal?  Yes/No  

If Yes, which med-
al? 

 

Have you attended 
the Cenotaph 
March past with 
the PJICC before? 

Yes/No 

 
 

RECEIPT DEADLINE: NO LATER THAN 16 AUGUST 2018 
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Below John Cole has provided information with links & tel No to both the Airborne Forc-
es Network and the Military Mutual. Both represent very different benefits and I strongly 
recommend both.    
   
Airborne Forces Network (ABN) 
 
Membership is open to all members of the Airborne fraternity, who are of officer and WO1 
ranks.  These restrictions are solely based on the fact that the Abn is staffed primarily by 
volunteers, and therefore volume of work and distribution  limits participation by less sen-
ior ranks.  Membership comprises a voluntary one off minimum donation of £10 which is 
payable on registration.  For this small amount of money, one will receive regular updates 
on all defence matters covering the 3 Services and foreign military.  In addition, the Abn 
supports charity initiatives of RHQ PARA and The Parachute Regiment.  There are al-
ready a large number of serving and retired RAF PJIs within the membership, and it also 
serves to stay in touch with our Army colleagues; do not forget the Army remain our 
bread and butter. 
To register, go to the website  abnetwork.org and complete the simple form.  The Army 
have stated that they value our membership and would love to see more of us on board.  
 
The Military Mutual 
 
An Insurance company set up to meet the needs of the military whether you're currently 
serving, a veteran, a pensioner or someone who just believes the Armed Forces are do-
ing a great job.  They primarily offer products in Home Insurance and Military kit, but also 
cover commercial, small business, car and mortgage services.  They are based in Ports-
mouth and staffed by many ex military employees.  It is an accredited company and is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  Contact number is: 
08000882284. 
 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Airborne Assault Stories of Men who go to War from the Air 

No 2 Suez 1956 - Compiled from both Wivell and Lowe’s personal accounts.  

‘Like most in 3 PARA, I had spent from January 1956 on almost continuous operations 

against EOKA terrorists in Cyprus’ recalled Lance Corporal Harry Wivell with the Anti-

Tank Platoon. They were acclimatised for any operation in the Mediterranean region. But 

as one old soldier told me later, he added, at Suez you could see who the enemy was: no 

bullet in the back there. 

 Corporal Tony Lowe was the batman with Brigadier ‘Tubby’ Butler commanding 16 

Parachute Brigade, and in the lead aircraft for the assault on El Gamil airfield. I was 

armed with a Bren gun, six ’36’ hand grenades, six full magazines of ammunition and 

was weighed down with enough equipment and rations to double my own body weight he 

recalled, I felt rather like a pregnant duck! The flight was crowded, hot and I remember 

sweating profusely with the amount of equipment wrapped around my body as the din of 

aircraft’s engines changed pitch in preparation for the drop zone. They jumped at 07:15 

GMT on 5 November 1956.  
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 This was the first time The Parachute Regiment had conducted a parachute as-

sault under fire since the Second World War and the last time since.  

 You have to be positive and force yourself out of the door explained Harry Wivell 

otherwise you’ll be blown back inside the aircraft. Once outside the Hastings aircraft the 

sense of relief incredible, the weight of the kit bag is taken by the parachute harness and 

you are floating down weightless. A mix of eighteen Valetta and seven Hastings aircraft 

dropped the men and a further seven Hastings flew in with the Heavy Drop jeeps and six 

106mm recoilless anti-tank guns.  

 The drop itself was over rapidly recalled Corporal Tony Lowe, as we’d flown in at 

600 feet, the lowest we could go, and with my weight in equipment it took around 20-30 

seconds to hit the sandy desert floor with a hard bump. They were at, as they descended.  

 The Egyptians had expected our arrival and had placed oil drums all over the air-

field, observed Tony Lowe. As we made our way using the drums for cover I remember 

seeing the sand spitting up at my feet from the bullets fired at us from the Egyptian side. 

 Four men were killed and three officers and twenty-nine men wounded.  

 

The first lift of 3 PARA dropping onto El Gamil airfield.  

The control tower is burning in the background 

                                                       

 

 

                                           

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from the ADW North v South Cricket match at 

Swinbrook. A great event, good cricket and good 

company, what could be better?  
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Abing-

don 

PTS  

1959- 

Some-

thing 

Different in the Beverley Story 

“Why don’t you join us in the TA?” said the manager of the firm I worked for—SPD Ltd, 

part of the Unilever Empire. Recently de- mobbed after two years National Service in the 

Royal Lincolnshire Regt. Which I had enjoyed greatly, my enthusiasm for army life must 

had made a sitting duck for such an invitation. It seemed a small step from an infantry-

man to the more glamorous heights of the TA and to what a unit, the 16th (Lincoln) 

Independent Company of the Parachuting Regt. TA. The pathfinders of 44 Independent 

Brigade Group (TA). Jeeps with twin mounted Bren-Guns, body guards to the Brigade 

commander, the Spearhead of any Brigade, co-defenders of the OZ. The TA equivalent 

of the Guards Independent Company. My god, we like the cavalry of old, add tone to any 

battlefield and so I signed on.  

Later that summer I found myself reporting on a Sunday to RAF Abingdon onto the two 

weeks parachuting training course, but sleeping in billets at Culham, which I heard was 

also a semi-secret government laboratory at one time. It was now closed, rough, ready 

but suitable. The No1 Parachute training School (PTS) was in full swing at that time, 

training members of the Parachute Regiment and other Airborne formations on the long 

10 week courses and TA parachute troops from all disciplines on the very much shorter 

two- week courses, which used up the TA soldiers two week annual training requirement. 

It was immediately very hectic after that Sunday arrival and training commenced in the 



Edition No 8  August 2018 

  11 

hangers after being sorted into training sticks under our own RAF training Sergeants who 

I thought were gentleman compared to their arm counterparts. The training and care ex-

ercised by their expert parachutists were first class and throughout the course I felt great 

confidence in each succeeding part of the training, from gym work on the mats where art 

of the parachute roll was demonstrated but not always mastered, through door exiting 

procedures from a mock-up of a Hastings fuselage and they the lofty levels of the indoor 

far trailer which commenced to sort out the wavering souls who did not like heights. Then 

outside to the real pieces of kit, even higher wooden huts out of which your hurled your-

selves in mick harness and rolled and pitched along a suspended wire and finally the 

metal pylon crane like structures where you seemed to climb up stairs forever before put-

ting on a parachute harness and being slung out under a parachute canopy held Ridgley 

open by a frame before being dropped (but attached) to the ground below.  

Hopefully you demonstrate a reasonable parachute roll as you hit the deck or like me 

were sent back up the long climb to do it again.  

By the first Wednesday reveille at Culham, the majority of us could only get out of bed by 

rolling out onto the floor, such was the physical exercise unleashed on unfit and tender 

bodies. Gradually by the end of the first week we became fitter so despite poor weather, 

we finally made our first early morning trips to Weston on the Green. Early it was break-

fasts were at some ungodly hour before the bus trip through a deserted Oxford and 5am. 

It seems that winds are very light at that tie in the morning, but few of us had any 

knowledge of that, as we were sensible people and normally asleep at that hour whatever 

the wind speed was. There was no doubt that no-one has experienced Weston on the 

Green will ever forget it and it is good to know it is still there, with RAF Weston on the 

Green still displayed on the gate and being used by civilian free fall enthusiasts.  

The officer in his warm overcoat would give us a briefing of what to expect next as train-

ing progressed which thankfully despite being accurate was also humours. We had al-

ready learned that even if we passed the course we would still be forever paratroopers 

and not parachutists like his RAF instructors were and this was rubbed in regularly. Prior 

to the first balloon descents at Weston we were also told that singing our raucous para-

chute songs would have little effect of instilling courage, because as this balloon car 

lurched crazily to a halt at 900 feet, the only person still capable of singing at that height 

would be his sergeant dispatcher and how right he was as everyone in my stick was si-

lent by 600 feet. Why does the RAF always park the ambulance with its Red Cross so 

visible on its roof so that it is the only thing you can see as you make your first exit 

through the hatch in the floor of the balloon car and why does the drifter have to be an 

exhibitionist and have to scream all the way down while assessing the drift? Diabolical 

and cruel that was on tender, troubled and apprehensive minds who at that moment, 

conscious of their impending descents, were thinking that he was whistling in, until the 

last moment by ceasing to pull on his rear lift webs he made a text book and light upright 

landing with no roll. Some refused even get in the balloon cars after that and others re-

fused to exit when in the ascended balloon car. So our numbers demised, but most paras 

say the second jump is the worst and so it was for many including me, standing in the 

doorway for the second jump looking out at that vast panorama of Oxfordshire sky and 

the smoking chimney which I presume was Didcot power station. The only time I saw a 

paratrooper win over the instruction staff happened that morning at Weston, when a stick 



Edition No 8  August 2018 

  12 

of five exited the balloon car the officer in charge, using his bull horn in the quiet morning 

air couldn’t but notice one coming down being suspended under both a main and reserve 

chute clearly he said, “Number 4 who told you to use your reserve chute?” Just as clearly 

came the immediate reply” I f-----g well did!” After a short silence through the bullhorn 

came “Carry on No4” it being the rule that only you could make that decision. Weston 

was also the spot where most the numbers ended their bid for the coveted parachute 

wings, but the course had one final surprise for us as we were introduced to Beverley. 

We had all been taken up a trip to Hastings for familiarity purposes for those who had 

never flown before, although I’d had a flight in mk. 9 Auster dropping leaflets in Malaya. 

We were to do our first jump from a Beverley and indeed these were the only aircraft I 

ever jumped from.  

First from the boom and then the freight bay rear port side for me. All was going well until 

late in the second week when it was fairly obvious that we were running out of time we 

were told that we would be part of an experiment “with you TA lads”. Why this experiment 

couldn’t be done with regular paras were not clear, perhaps as was rumoured they were 

doing their jumps from Hastings, but we never saw any of their drops, presumably also at 

Weston. This was the story. The Beverley we were told was great for freight, but it had 

one drawback as a parachutist aircraft. Getting out two large sticks from either side the 

freight bay was simple but the remaining two smaller sticks could only exit from the boom 

one at a time. Hence the Beverly has to overfly the DZ three times to get all the sticks of 

troops out. In actual operations over a contested DZ this was an extra hazard, “so here’s 

the plan chaps” This was always said in a light hearted friendly manner! We want to see if 

whilst the pane is making its circuit back to the DZ after its first run, we can get two sticks 

in the boom down to the freight bay using the forward fixed ladders from the boom to 

freight bay and get you lined up at the rear doors so that both could parachute out to-

gether. Simple really and it was in our Beverly practice on the ground, even for allowing 

the reserve chutes on our chests. Then we did it in the ait and all went well, the two boom 

sticks away through both the freight doors with no mishaps. I never heard if this became 

a normal practice or if our amateur efforts changed the system and fully kitted paras 

would have found it impossible to get down those ladders but poor weather caused our 

two weeks at Abingdon to end without any of us having done the number of obligatory 

jumps to earn our wings but some weeks later I was sent down to RAF Hornchurch, the 

battle of Britain fame and did a couple of further balloon jumps which bought the convert-

ed parachute wings. To be proudly displayed on out jumping tunics. I still treasure too, 

the badge of No1 Parachute Training School and the complimentary badge from the Irvin 

parachute company, both given after our two weeks at Abingdon. The motto of the PTS 

was Knowledge Dispels Fear and I can honestly say, now at the age of 80 that my safety 

has never been so well looked after as it was by those instructors during those two weeks 

at Abingdon PTS. They were truly parachutists and elite. I salute their memory and the 

Beverly.  

Reproduced by curtesy of the editor of The Beverly Association Newsletter ‘MagDrop’ 

and Mike Westwood. 

 

———————————————————————————————————————-  
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Finally I would like to draw your attention to the  
outstanding efforts of Chris and Sue Beadel who 
have been awarded a Special Achievement Award 

in August in recognition of their ongoing Fund  
raising for the RAF Benevolent Fund.  

 
Please use this link. 

 
 


